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Introduction

During this interactive Webinar we will:

 Learn more about Harriett G. Jenkins

 Find out about JPFP and what it offers

 Determine eligibility

 Uncover application requirements

 Learn key elements of the Research Proposal 

portion of the application
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Who is Harriett G. Jenkins?

 Former Assistant 
Administrator in the 
Office of Equal 
Opportunity Programs 
at NASA

 Committed to 
increasing the talent 
pool of underserved and 
underrepresented 
groups in the NASA 
workforce
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What is the Jenkins Pre-Doctoral Fellowship 

Program (JPFP)?

 Competitive fellowships that successfully 

navigate underserved and underrepresented 

students in STEM disciplines through graduate 

school to enable their entry into the  STEM 

workforce.

 20 fellowships awarded annually that provide 

financial support for a period up to 3 years
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What are the eligibility requirements for the 

JPFP?

JPFP Eligibility:

 U.S. Citizenship Required

 Underrepresented persons in STEM

 Grad Student within first 3 years of program

 Minimum 3.0 G.P.A.

 Cannot have reached candidacy for Advanced 
Degree
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Highlights and Notables of JPFP

 Fellow Funding

 Competitive Mini Research Award Program

 Fellow Orientation

 Technical Exchange Symposium

 Mentor-Protégé Initiatives

 12-month Deferment Option
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Highlights and Notables of JPFP

 Fellow Funding for stipends & tuitions for up to 3 years.

Annual Stipend: 

 $28,000/year (Ph.D. candidates) 

 $22,000/year (Masters level candidates)

Tuition Offset: 

 $10,000/year for up to three years

 Competitive Mini Research Award is a competition amongst Cohorts which 
provides them with the year round opportunity to participate in a 6 week 
“hands-on” NASA research experience at one of 10 NASA Centers:

 Stipend: $7,400/6 wks

 Housing: $700/6 wks

 Travel: $700/6 wks
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Number of Competitive MRA Awardees at 

NASA Centers to date

MRA AwardsNASA Host Center

8Ames Research Center

2Dryden Space Flight Center

8Glenn Research Center

29Goddard Space Flight Center

10Jet Propulsion Laboratory

20Johnson Space Center

3Kennedy Space Center

1Langley Research Center

10Marshall Space Flight Center

3Stennis Space Center



9

JPFP Fellows at a glance

 Over 150 scholars funded since 2001

 Established linkages with other NASA Office of 
Education Programs

 Sixty percent of M.S. recipients continued their  
education in an accredited STEM Ph.D. program.

 Goal of 50 Ph.D.’s in the STEM workforce acheived 
two years early

 All JPFP graduates are gainfully employed in STEM 
aerospace industries 

 17% of JPFP Alumni are employed with NASA
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Application Requirements

 Application form–universities attended, GPA, honors and 

awards, degree you are pursuing, discipline, etc

 Transcripts(undergrad and grad institutions) –official 

documents preferred

 Strong Recommendation forms& positive letters of support

 Resume–employer(s), title(s), duties, etc.
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Application Requirements (cont’d)

 Leadership and Community Outreach Statements

 Certification statement

 Additional relevant information–optional

 Agency-relevant research proposal
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Application Requirements

The Research Proposal is the most critical component of the 
JPFP Application process

Suggested Key Components

 Research Plan

 Study Objectives

 Methodology

 Key Elements

 Milestones

 Timetable 
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Application Requirements

Research Plan should include the 
following:

 Introduction, Background, 
Significance, Rationale

 Idea –highlight problem to be 
addressed

 Supporting Ideas and Concepts

 Introduce hypothesis with testable 
outcomes

 Lay the foundation for your 
proposed work

 Briefly highlight previous work 
(yours and others)

 Funnel from general to specific
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Application Requirements

Study Objectives should include the 
following:

 Goals of the research

 Long-range goal of the 
project included

 List clear objectives that 
can be measured

 Establish performance 
measures

 Want specific and modest 
objectives
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Application Requirements

Methodology should include the following:

 Overview of the research methods

 The principal steps, not a detailed work plan

 Use details only for unfamiliar technology

 All figures, graphs and tables should be clearly legible and simple to read.

 Questions reviewers will ask:

- are these the best methods for this question?

- are methods proven and cited?

- feasible?

*Remember, in most cases you haven’t done the research yet!! If you have begun, capitalize on 
the foundation work you’ve performed.
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Application Requirements

Key Elements should include the 
following:

 The “heart and soul” of the application 
–in most cases this is your proposal or 
research interest statement

 What you propose to do –why is it 
important

 Implementation Plan - how you plan to 
do it

 Help the reviewer understand and agree 
with your goals, objectives and solution
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Application Requirements

Timelines should include the 
following:

 How will you use the 
allotted funding period to 
accomplish your goal

 Typically presented in the 
form of a graph or table

 Often combined with 
milestones

 This is a reality check for 
you AND the reviewers
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Application Requirements

Who is reviewing these applications anyway?

 Institutional faculty and scientists from academia, funding agency and 
industry

 All reviewers are:

o accomplished

o knowledgeable

o fair

o conscientious

o dedicated

 Review process may be multi-tiered
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Success and Failure of JPFP Proposals

A Successful Research Proposal:

 Is based in sound science

 Contains sound and well developed 

ideas

 Displays good written presentation

 Has undergone several major editing 

reviews

A Failed Research proposal:

 Does not establish significance

 Contains insignificant details about research

 Does not provide testable hypotheses 

 Has a weak approach which cripples a good idea

 Includes irrelevant personal info or problems

 Is a poor presentation- messy, crowded, small font

 Contains typos and grammatical errors
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Summary

 We learned about Harriett G. Jenkins

 We found out about JPFP and what it offers

 We determined who is eligible for the JPFP

 We uncovered JPFP application requirements

 We learned key elements of the Research Proposal 

portion of the application
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Where to Get More Information

 www.uncfsp.org/JPFP

 http://www.nasa.gov

http://www.uncfsp.org/JPFP
http://www.nasa.gov/
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Harriett G. Jenkins Pre-doctoral Fellowship 

Program

Any Questions?

Neil.Norris@uncfsp.org

(703) 205-7642

mailto:Neil.Norris@uncfsp.org

